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Second set another seal upon the sanctity of this
temple, by decreeing that, within its walls, the
Sultans should be girded with the Sword of
Empire, successively and for ever. The cere-
monial is ever performed by the Schoick of the
Mevlevi Dervishes, entitled Mollah Ilunkiar, in
whose family the right remains, on account of
its being descended from the race of the Abbas-
sides. The representative of that sacred race
may be an old man on the verge of the tomb, or
he may be an infant; but until Ins hands have
bound the girdle of the Sword of Othmou, the
Sultan lacks that religious consecration which
invests him with his two-fold dignity of Emperor
and Commander of the Faithful.

This ceremony does not inappropriately take
place in the temple dedicated to the memory of
Eyoub, or Job* In his youth he had been
among those who sheltered SJ^homet, when a
fugitive. He had fought under the atandard of
the Crescent in many an arduous battle : he
had been a follower of AM, as well as of the
Prophet; and it was in IMS old age that the